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NIHR’s role in supporting research and innovation for SMEs:

Access to Expertise 



Healthcare Innovation UNIVERSITIES INDUSTRY





NIHR Research Infrastructure

Innovation

Late-phase clinical research

NIHR Biomedical Research Centres

Early-phase clinical research 

Evaluation
Adoption

NIHR Collaborations for Leadership in Applied 
Health Research & Care

> £0.5 billion p.a. investment in 
relevant infrastructure to 

support clinical research at all 
points in development pipeline

NIHR Clinical Research Facilities

Experimental Cancer Medicine Centres

NIHR Medtech and In-vitro Diagnostic Cooperatives

NIHR Clinical Research Network

Adoption



Access to expertise and 
facilities 

Support to set up and 
deliver trials in the NHS 

Funding for research 

NIHR Services for Innovation



Access to Expertise 

Open door to industry
SMEs are small and may have little 

capacity for building networks of 
investigators and KOLs

NIHR offers a SIGNPOSTING SERVICE
Service is simple and free of charge 

Companies must complete a form at: 
nihr.ac.uk/4industry



Signposting Process

Company 
Engagement Meeting Form Expertise 

ID 
Expertise 

Engagement Introductions

• Conferences
• Signposted 
• Outreach

Company and 
NOCRI team 

Company completes 
NIHR Engagement 
Form 

Relevant centres and 
investigators identified

Form sent to: 
• Theme leads
• Investigators
• Centre Manager

Infrastructure and 
company introductions



NIHR Engagement Form 

www.nihr.ac.uk/4industry



Signposting Team 

Clare Woods
Business Development 

Manager

-Medtech
-Digital
- IVDs 

Shanae Dennis
Research Collaboration 

Manager

- Joint 
- Cardiovascular

Ivana Poparic
Research Collaboration 

Manager

- Respiratory 
- Dementia
- Cancer 

Silvana Rosic
Research Collaboration 

Manager

- Advanced 
Therapies

- Mental Health
- Diet & 
Lifestyle

Anjna Rising 
Senior  Business 

Development Manager

- CROs
- Imaging

Jelena Põlajeva
Business Analyst

- Pharma
- Biotech 



NIHR Research Infrastructure

Innovation

Late-phase clinical research

NIHR Biomedical Research Centres

Early-phase clinical research 

Evaluation
Adoption

NIHR Collaborations for Leadership in Applied 
Health Research & Care

> £0.5 billion p.a. investment in 
relevant infrastructure to 

support clinical research at all 
points in development pipeline

NIHR Clinical Research Facilities

Experimental Cancer Medicine Centres

NIHR Medtech and In-vitro Diagnostic Cooperatives

NIHR Clinical Research Network

Adoption



NIHR MedTech and In Vitro 
Diagnostic Co-operatives (MICs)

• Development and evaluation of IVDs, 
medical devices and digital technologies
– Pilot studies, technology evaluations, trials, 

health economics, product development, 
patient involvement, workshops, usability 
testing, proof of concept, human factors

• Expertise
– Clinical, academic, care pathway, regulatory, 

funding, market landscape, statistics, health 
economics, product design 

VR technology 
developed in 

collaboration with 
D4D MIC



Signposting Process

Company 
Engagement Meeting Form Expertise 

ID 
Expertise 

Engagement Introductions

• Conferences
• Signposted 
• Outreach

Company and 
NOCRI team 

Company completes 
NIHR Engagement 
Form 

Relevant centres and 
investigators identified

Form sent to: 
• Theme leads
• Investigators
• Centre Manager

Infrastructure and 
company introductions



Support to Deliver Trials
• Clinical Research Network (CRN) 

provide the Study Support Service
• You should use this service when you 

have……  
– Secured funding
– Developed a protocol
AND

– Want to deliver 
research in the NHS

If you don’t have this, 
we can help you get it 
through the funding 

programmes!

If you don’t have this, 
we can help you get it 

through the signposting 
service!





Funding for research 



Medtech funding landscape

EPSRC

NIHR HTA

SBRI Healthcare

NIHR i4i
NIHR EME

WT/Seed Awards

Innovate UK 
Biomedical 
Catalyst

Innovate UK
Feasibility 
Studies Primer Award

BBSRC
MRCMRC 

Biomedical 
Catalyst

WT/MRC
Joint Global 
Health Trials

Confidence in 
Con (CiC) Development Pathway 

Funding Scheme (DPFS)

Angel Investors
Venture capital

Industry

Charities

Basic research Translational 
development

Clinical evaluation Adoption & 
diffusion



Access to expertise and 
facilities 

Support to set up and 
deliver trials in the NHS 

Funding for research 

NIHR Services for Innovation



Get in touch!
clare.woods@nihr.ac.uk | signposting@nihr.ac.uk

@clarelucywoods @nihr_industry @officialNIHR


